Asymmetric organocatalytic synthesis of complex cyclopenta[b]quinoline derivatives.
An efficient one-pot procedure that provides a direct access to polycyclic hexahydrocyclopenta[b]quinoline derivatives having five stereogenic centers has been developed. The system displays great tolerance toward different aldehydes, anilines, and nitroalkenes. The products are obtained in high yields and excellent enantio- and diastereoselectivities.